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1. Release of radish best practices 

 

The new best  practice guide for Radish that has been under development for the past several months  is 

now available to all users of the CGKB. It is the first crop that has been added to the crop section after 

the launch of the web site. We wish to thank the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science (CAAS) for the 

financial support of Qiu Yang’s secondment as visiting research fellow for three months to Bioversity 

International, during which the main compilation work was carried out. Qiu Yang is a radish researcher 

at the Institute of Vegetables and Flowers at CAAS in Beijing, China. Bioversity provided the resources to 

coordinate the whole process of compilation, development and publication of the best practices.   

 

It will be good to see this crop section grow further in the near future. If you, or people you know are 

interested in contributing best practices we invite you download the template from the web site at 

http://cropgenebank.sgrp.cgiar.org/index.php?option=com_jforms&view=form&id=2&Itemid=551&lang

=english or get in touch with the CGKB team. 
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2. New pages in Procedures: Collecting 

 

In the section ‘Procedures we have  added a new menu item “collecting” in the left hand menu which 

will lead you to the pages on collecting plant genetic resources. These pages are still under 

development, but we wish to bring this addition already now to your attention.  

 

In 1995, Bioversity International, (then the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute-IPGRI), in 

association with FAO, IUCN and UNEP, published “Collecting Plant Genetic Diversity; Technical 

Guidelines.” The Collecting Manual, as it came to be known, covers all the steps in collecting from 

planning, to procedures in the field, to seed processing and reporting on the results of the expedition.  

Fifteen years have passed since its publication. While the Collecting Manual is still considered to be a 

key reference, new knowledge, methodologies and technologies have since been developed that are 

having an impact on collecting plant germplasm. Furthermore, the policy environment has evolved 

nationally and globally and new legal agreements and policies have been developed which affect access 

to and exchange of germplasm. 

 

In 2011, two of the original editors, Luigi Guarino and V. Ramanatha Rao, joined forces with Bioversity 

and 40 international experts to summarize these new developments in the field of collecting plant 

genetic diversity and there is no better home for these updates than the CGKB. 

CAB International has generously given permission for the chapters from the original 1995 version of the 

Collecting Manual to be accessed online alongside the updates. You can browse the first 12 of 30 

chapters that are already online.  The editors invite comments and new information which can be 

provided using either the Comments feature or by using the template provided for adding new content. 
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3. Miscellaneous 

Spanish translation and upload: The translation of the web site is nearly completed and upload of the 

Spanish pages is progressing. The CGKB team is extremely thankful to CIMMYT who has started the 

upload of the Spanish text and now CIP who is continuing it. 

CGKB Poster at EUCARPIA meeting: The genetic resources section of EUCARPIA held its 20th meeting as 

the European Plant Genetic Resources Conference 2011 in Wageningen, The Netherlands April 5-7, 2011 

(see http://www.epgrc2011.nl/EPGRC2011_program.html ). Bioversity participants presented a poster 

of the CGKB and included it into the presentation on standards and best practices for genebank 

management. http://www.epgrc2011.nl/docs/5-1430-Dulloo.pdf .  
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4. Focal points 

 

The CGKB team will be grateful if focal points communicate changes in their email addresses, if they 

move to different organizations, and also inform the team if they cannot act anymore as focal point, 

possibly suggesting a person who could take over that function. 
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